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        Pastor Paul Horn
Continue in My Word
I.  You will know the truth
II.   The truth will set you free
 
31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?” 34 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.  35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever.  36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 
 
2002, London, England, four TV addicts set a new world record for watching the box - for a whopping 47 hours!  The four men were only allowed a 15-minute break every eight hours.  They weren't allowed to take their eyes off the TV for one second, or they'd be disqualified.  Three years later, 2005, New York, New York, a man from Sri Lanka breaks the Guinness world record for the longest time spent watching TV.  He finished with 69 hours and 48 minutes.  Suresh Joachim did his TV viewing in the lobby of WABC-TV as part of the "Guinness World Record Breaker Week" on the syndicated talk show "Live With Regis and Kelly."  Sitting on a brown leather couch, he watched nothing but ABC shows.  Rules for the couch potato honor, as stipulated by Guinness, allow for a five-minute break every hour and a 15-minute break every eight hours. The viewer must otherwise be constantly looking at the screen.  The hardest part, Joachim said on "Regis and Kelly," was "I couldn't watch the people" — the many, waving passers-by on the street outside the ABC studio.  


This morning, in the gospel from John, Jesus encouraged a group of Jews to keep their eyes glued to, not the tube, but his Word.  Many of the Jews in Jesus’ day had false ideas about the Scriptures.  For example, they believed that the Messiah promised by the LORD in the Old Testament would be a great political leader.  Therefore they did not believe that Jesus could be the Messiah.  He had no political clout and no army to fight the Romans who occupied Palestine.  Jesus told them that if they had continued in his Word, that is, read it and studied it, they would know the truth that he was the Messiah, the king of a spiritual kingdom, not an earthly one.  This morning Jesus also encourages you and me to tarry on in his Word.  Remain in my Word, and you too will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.
 
I.  You will know the truth

You may not use your cell phone while driving your car on Fort Knox military post unless you have a hands-free device.  That’s important that you know this truth.  If the MPs catch you, you will receive a hefty ticket.  It is of more importance that you know the truth of God’s Word.  There are a lot of false teachings in the world.  This is why Martin Luther printed 95 theses, or 95 statements, and nailed them to the castle church door in Wittenberg, Germany, on October 31, 1517.   He intended his 95 theses to initiate debate in a public forum using Scripture.  As a faithful monk in the Roman Catholic Church, Martin Luther was a student of Scripture.  As he studied God’s Word he discovered many obvious heresies and abuses within the church.  Luther wanted to reform the Christian Church and turn it away from the teachings of men and return it to the teachings of Scripture.  For example the pope (the head of the Roman Catholic Church) had been abusing his power, as many previous popes had done.  The pope claimed to be Christ’s vicar (substitute) on earth.  The pope said that when he spoke his words were to be regarded above or at the same level as Scripture.  The pope even declared that there was no salvation outside Catholic Church.  The pope even declared that one is not saved by faith alone, but faith and works, which is still taught today, and was recently reaffirmed by the present of the church Pope Benedict.  Luther saw that these were dangerous heretical teachings that needed to be replaced with the truth of God’s Word.  
 
Most, if not all religions and denominations claim to teach the truth.  How do you know that what we believe and teach here at Faith Lutheran is the truth?  Practice Jesus’ advice; remain in the Word; read it, study it, pray on it…all of it.  Before Christ ascended to heaven he said, “Teach them to obey (that is, believe and practice) everything I have commanded you.” (Matt 28:20)  In 2Peter 3:18 the apostle Peter wrote, “Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  Continue in the Word so that you know the truth.  That is why I take prospective members through the Basics of the Bible class, so they know the truths of God’s Word.  This is why we offer Bible Study on Sunday morning, Wednesday morning and evening.  So that you, the members of this congregation, can remain in Christ’s Words and know the truth.  Because if we do not continue in Christ’s Word….the apostle John in 2John 9 says, “Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever continues in the teaching had both the Father and the Son.”  We are in danger of falling away if we do not remain in God’s Word.  We are in danger, brothers and sisters, of being susceptible to false doctrine if we do not remain in Christ’ Word and do not know the truth.  We are in danger of being lead astray if we do not know the truth, which leads to the weakening of our faith.  Continue in the Word.  Then, you will know the truth.  When false teachings arise, you will recognize them instantly, like Martin Luther.  But perhaps the most important reason to continue in Word, is that you know this truth; God’s Word will set you free.   
 
II.   The truth will set you free       This was Martin Luther’s struggle: he did not feel like a free man.  He constantly felt that he was under the wrath of an angry God, a God who wanted to punish him for his sins.  Martin Luther was also a slave to his sinful nature which taught him that he needed to do something to appease God’s anger.  As a monk Luther tried and tried to earn his freedom.  But the more he tried the more he became frustrated that he was not doing enough to free himself from God’s righteous anger.  The reason Luther believed this was because the church had taught him these very things since he was a child.     
 
This is exactly the same situation that you and I are in.  Jesus said in vs34, “I tell you the truth, anyone who sins is a slave to sin.”  A slave is the property of his owner.  The owner directs every aspect of his life; where to go and what to do and when to do it.  The slave is often abused, harassed and mistreated.  There are no freedoms for the slave.  He even lives apart from his master, in a different house as Jesus said in vs35.  However, in ancient times it was frequently possible for a slave to earn his freedom.  Because you and I were born with a human nature that is thoroughly corrupted by sin, we are enslaved by sin.  The sinful nature tells us where to go, what to do and when and how to do it, that is, when to disobey God’s rules for our lives.  Because we sin we are slaves to sin.  Sin owns us.  Unlike a slave in ancient times, there is no way we can earn our freedom.  If we try to make any effort to do something that will merit God’s favor, the only thing we earn is death.  Paul in Romans 6:23 says, “The wages of sin is death.”  This death is not just the ending of the human being’s existence on earth, but sin also results in our spiritual death, that, like a slave, puts us outside of the house of God.  The apostle Paul was so frustrated by his sinful nature that he exclaimed in Romans 7:24,25, “What a wretched man I am!  Who will rescue me from this body of death?”  
 
The truth will set you free?  The truth of God’s Word tells us that we are condemned to die for all eternity because we are natural born sinners.  But the truth of God’s Word also has good news for us.  When Martin Luther was a monk, he went to the city library one day.  This library had a tower.  In a room in that tower was an enormous Bible that was literally chained to the desk so no one could steal it.  Bibles were so rare that the library staff did not want it stolen.  There, in the room of that tower, Luther read this passage from Romans 1:17, “For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written, “The righteous will live by faith.””  Faith!?!  What was this?  Righteousness from God is not earned but is give through faith?   It was then that Luther recognized the Roman Catholic Church had been misleading their people with a dangerous false doctrine.  The Church had been enslaving its people by preaching to them that they need to earn forgiveness.  The Holy Spirit led Luther to rediscover the truth, the truth that salvation was free through faith in Christ Jesus, and it was this truth that set Luther free.  
 
If you know the truth, the truth will set you free.  Jesus says to you and me in vs36, “If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”  My sins earn me death.  I know that I will die because of my sin.  I am enslaved by death.  Christ died for me as my substitute.  Christ bodily rose from death.  I have been set free from death.  My sins earn me God’s righteous wrath.  I am enslaved by the fear of God’s wrath over my sins.  Christ allowed God’s wrath to burn against him.  I am set free from God’s wrath.  I often feel guilt for the things I have done against my God.  I am enslaved by my own guilty conscience.  Christ carried my guilt to the cross and nailed it there to the tree.  I have been set free from my guilty conscience.  He offers and grants me the promise of a clean conscience through his Holy Supper.  My sins have placed me outside of God’s house.  Christ has taken away my status as slave and made me his son.  I have all the rights and privileges of being a son of my Heavenly Father; eternal life.  These are the truths of God’s Word.  These are the truths of God’s Word that set you free from your bondage to sin, death and your sinful nature.  These are the truths that soothe your guilty conscience.  These are the truths that make you sons and daughters of your Heavenly Father.  These are the truths that bring you into God’s house forever.  Continue in Jesus’ Word.  Know the truth.  The truth will set you free.      
 
Even our children know the truth.  In the Psalm this morning the children sang, “Surely it is God who saves me.”  A child thinks of God rescuing him or her from dangerous situations; a tornado, a house fire, car accident, or a bad thunderstorm.  A child thinks of God saving his mom or dad, that they come home from war or a business trip safely.  But a child also knows that it is God who saves them from their sins.  A child knows that surely it is God who will take me to my true home in heaven one day.  Even a child is set free by the truth.  Dear children, continue to study God’s Word.  Then you will know the truth and the truth will set you free.  
 

If watching television for almost 70 hours straight grosses you out, here’s a healthier world record for you: At least two students and their respective professors from a university in Texas can now brag and say they broke a world record.  They read for more than 128 hours over five days.  Wouldn’t it be nice if the one of the books those students read was the Bible?  That’s keeping your eye in the Word!  I’m not asking you to read the Bible for 128 hours straight, but this week, if you haven’t already, make a commitment to start a regular daily Bible reading program.  Make a commitment to be more faithful in Bible class.  Order some doctrinally sound books from the book fair this weekend or next.  But continue in Jesus’ Word.  There you will find the truth and the truth will set you free. To Him alone be the glory!  Amen.  
 

 

